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only the Hebrew original ; the meaning of the Hebrew is frequently 
not given correctly (the Greek having been relied on), and there is 
allegorizing ; Jesus, according to the evangelists, refers, at most, six Old 
Testament passages to himself; the New Testament citations, though 
not always exegetically correct, are none the less religiously valuable. 

Dr. Hiihn has collected a vast amount of interesting and useful 
material, much of it raw material, not interpreted by him, but ready 
for the interpreter. As he uses the term "messianic" in a very wide 
sense, taking it to include all references to Jesus and his time, and to 
the Christian community or the final dispensation, many of his citations 
are of doubtful relevancy. Nor is it surprising that his "reminis- 
cences " are often vague. On the other hand, some of his omissions 
are strange — one would expect a remark on the difference be ween 
Matt. 12 : 39 f. and Luke n : 29 f., and, in the note on John 1 : 1, a 
reference to Philo. But Dr. Huhn's purpose is to give not so much a 
criticism as a compilation, and this he has done so well that his volume 
will be of great service to biblical students. 

C. H. Toy. 

Harvard University. 



Anciennes Litteratures Chretiennes. II : La Litterature 
Syriaque. Par Rubens Duval. Paris : Librairie Victor 
Lecoffre, 1899. Pp. xv + 426. Fr. 3.50. Corrections et 
additions a la premiere edition, 1900. Pp. 34. Fr. 0.30. 
Deuxieme edition, 1900. Pp. xvi + 444. Fr. 3.50. 

The rapid sale of this book, of which a second edition was called 
for 'in the year following the appearance of the first, and forestalled 
our review of the first edition, is one of the gratifying signs that Syriac 
literature is winning, little by little, the more prominent place which 
it deserves wherever theology is studied in a scientific way. There is 
scarcely a branch of theological studies which will not be the gainer 
by a knowledge of Syriac and the Syriac literature : the Bible (Old 
and New Testaments), patristics, church history, liturgies, and so on. 
The Syriac literature is so exclusively Christian that perhaps only one 
piece of pagan origin has come down to us in this language ; but this 
is a very interesting one — the letter of Mara bar Serapion to his son. 
It was published by Cureton forty-five years ago ; yet it has only lately 
been thoroughly studied, viz., by Friedrich Schulthess, in the Zeit- 
schrift der Deutsch-Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft (1897, Bd. 51, p. 249). 
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One most interesting passage, quoted by Duval at length, is worth 
transcribing here also : 

What profit had the Athenians from the murder of Socrates, which was requited 
to them by famine and pest ; or the Samians from the burning of Pythagoras, as 
their whole country in one moment was covered with sand ; or the Jews from the 
putting to death of their wise king, as from that time the kingdom was taken from 
them ? With justice God took vengeance for these three wise men : the Athe- 
nians died of hunger ; the Samians were covered by the sea ; the Jews were murdered 
and driven from their kingdom, and live everywhere in dispersion. Socrates is not 
dead, because of Plato ; nor Pythagoras, because of the statue of Hera ; nor that wise 
king, because of the new laws which he has given. [Duval is wrong in translating 
the first sentence about Jesus : leur sage roi, qui les avait gouvernh pendant que/que 
temps.] 

There is plenty of opportunity for original and fruitful research in 
this field of studies ; and this survey of what has been done already is 
very convenient. May it stimulate work on the American side of the 
Atlantic, where scholars like Perkins and Isaac H. Hall — to mention 
only those who are dead — have done so good work. 

Eb. Nestle. 

Maulbronn, Germany. 



Die griechischen christlichen Schriftsteller der ersten 
drei Jahrhunderte, herausgegeben von der Kirchen- 
vater-Commission der konigl. Preuss. Akademie der Wis- 
senschaften. Origenes' Werke, I. Band: Die Schrift vom 
Martyrium ; Buch I-IV Gegen Celsus ; II. Band : Buch 
V-VIII Gegen Celsus ; Die Schrift vom Gebet. Herausg. 
von Dr. Paul Koetschau. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche 
Buchhandlung, 1899. Pp. xcii + 374 ; viii + 545- M. 28. 

The Berlin edition of the Greek Fathers of the first three centuries, 
so auspiciously inaugurated by Bonwetsch and Achelis with their 
edition of the works of Hippolytus, 1 is worthily continued by the 
present edition of three treatises of Origen in two volumes. 

The contents of these two volumes are as follows : (1) introduction 
(pp. i-xcii), and (2) the Greek text of the three writings of Origen : 
the " Exhortation to Martyrdom " (pp. 1-47), the " Eight Books against 
Celsus" (pp. 49-344; and Vol. II, pp. 1-293), and the "Treatise on 
Prayer" (Vol. II, pp. 295-403) ; followed by copious indices (pp. 407- 
538), additions and corrections (pp. 539-45). 

1 See the American Journal of Theology, Vol. II, No. 4, pp. 901-4. 



